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FROM THE

CHIEF EDITOR

I am extremely happy to place before you the third edition of the IAPC Alberta Chronicle.
It was a bit challenging during the unprecedented time of the world-wrecked Covid Pan-
demic. The last year saw the world undergoing tremendous changes in every field of human
endeavour, education, health services, businesses and agriculture.

As part of the Chronicle expansion, and to give a platform to showcase and express their
creative talents to the world, we plan to reach the next edition of the Chronicle covering
all chapters across Canada and the United States. I am certain that with the wholehearted
support of our members the next edition will be a grand success.

It gives immense pleasure that the world, which has been clenched by a tiny virus for a year
and a half, is slowly but steadily returning to a new normal. Our future lives will not be like
it was before because the pandemic has forced us to make drastic changes in our social and
cultural life. All government officials around the world immersed in inoculation would
definitely give a glimmer of hope to dissipate the Pandemic in the near future.

On behalf of Indo American Press Club, I register my heartfelt condolences to all families
among us who have lost their dear ones and extend deepest condolences to the families of
the 3.9 million people worldwide who lost their lives in the Pandemic so far.

We would do well to remember the lessons we have learnt while living with the pandemic.
To lead a healthy life, we have to stop polluting the environment, give greater attention
to what we eat and drink and how we exercise. We have also to give priority to both rest
and leisure in our lives. Perhaps the most important lesson the Pandemic taught us is that
human beings are the same the world over and we have to cooperate and support each
other more and more.

Rijesh Peter
IAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE
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Another great edition from IAPC Alberta Chronicle’s
Issue No: 2 and the content are beyond sublime and
comparable with many other publications we have
seen come out of North America. Hope to see more
and more future excellent as well as inspiring content.
Credit to Chief editor Rijesh Peter and all the Editorial
board for opening a great platform being created for
up-and-coming writers from this region. Keep up the

good work and best wishes.

Sandeep Sam Alexander
Calgary, CANADA

SHIMWWeal NeIISE:8)65
MUBMADIVMHW
al@lGaloadlaflasomss o)
0s00W] eag) af) ail @Vl
G066 1018 QI8N @IG@3
MUEADIaHM)6ME. QU
AUEBRUBH)BUDaHO &HIM
walleal é)slewq alel@o
)} @6 S)EMUUB,

O ATV1S®)0
mrvotd@o @RMIE3
GOELOQ|S}OOa]S)o. BOGOD
al®laflo al)0E®086 001D
TUAMELEIVAUMo E)2IQ)M
ag)ejonidee)o @REIMMEERUD!

Dr. PV Baiju

Member of IAPC
Director Board,
Edmonton, CANADA

Oaf)af)ailny] @R odeends
als»oemleslgleand 2-oo

21960 al®la] 2)9}008 eI
UoWNH6) HW)N20W]. QAISe©
aO{BLAOQ @RMYEAIAIEM
ag) M8 eIEla®. ag)elo

SO&:S8)o0 GRIELMEBBS)0
smmlemom) 62 jnole)am).
ag@sleno agend

amq@led H@0laIglo
6B02) ) Q)M HBYOS

2 ll®®a1Mmo
&e100iloymowloyam).
@)S00® BHONW
@R@IQUL0aIMo MSW) &
ag)0m GeleLmAl)o

ag)mMes UsSeOWldo
Wayea|s). DO
afllam@d (@ @ylee)m
ag)2lo aguleQoclwed
VYA O HOHUB L) 0
ag)oad mas
Lm@:ouﬂ@m;me@oaso?do
@RS)O® Bldeo MIRl)o
0orlonow cailesnes
)M @RYUoomMI1ee) B W) o
6a1Q)M).

Binoj Menon
Vice-President

IAPC Alberta, Edmonton,
CANADA

JUNE 2021 - IAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE 5



MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE®
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TRUST
THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING YOUR HOME ?

CALL JOSEPH FIRST

£
urban

Real Estate Services Ltd.

jjadoor@shaw.ca www.jjjoycottage.com

We Need You!

ARE YOU AN ASPIRING YOUNG WRITER OR AN ARTIST?
HERE’S YOUR CHANCE!

Do you love writing, art, or photography, and are between the ages of 5 to 18?2 Would you like to be published
in the IAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE? It might just be published in an upcoming issue!

We are looking to encourage our new generation of writers and artists to showcase their talents. ALBERTA
CHRONICLE would be a tremendous platform for many youngsters to exhibit their creativity and intelli-
gence. If you are eager to see your work published, or know of a young person who is, submit your story and
drawings to iapcalberta@gmail.com

For story contributors under the age of 18, please note that a parental permission will be required prior to publication
if your material is selected to appear for publication. Final decision would be upon IAPC Alberta Chronicle editorial
team for the selection, editing and publication of the stories and drawings and there wont be any timeframe guaran-
teed to publish your contents.

IAPC ALBERTA
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ROLE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY
AMIDST COVID -19

is an Assistant Professor in Bio-
technology, School of

Medical Education, Kottayam,
Kerala, India
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Biotechnology can create novel diagnostics, vaccines,
drugs, and other medical countermeasures needed to
detect, prevent and treat infectious diseases. Biotechnol-
ogists around the world are actively working to combat the
pandemic. They have been using different technologies to
develop cheap diagnostics, repurpose existing antiviral,
discover new drugs and create safe and effective vaccines.



he highly contagious

coronavirus (COVID

19) outbreak that start-

ed in the Chinese city

of Wuhan has spread
throughout the world, affecting sever-
al countries and endangered millions
of lives. The nationwide lockdowns
imposed due to the COVID 19
pandemic heavily disrupt the global
supply chain and international trade,
affecting the livelihood of millions of
people. Our only savior now is science
and its application by the Biotechnol-
ogy industry. This global demand for
vaccines and drugs for covid could be
a potential factor that can cause the
growth of the biotech industry to a
significant level.

The coronavirus pandemic has high-
lighted the promising role of biotech-
nology. Biotechnology is the branch
of applied science that utilizes living
organisms and their derivatives to
produce products and processes. Bio-
technology involves understanding
how living organisms function at the
molecular level. It combines several
disciplines, including biology, chemis-
try, physics, mathematics, science, and
technology. Scientific developments
in biotechnology can offer solutions
to address global challenges such as
combating the spread of infectious
diseases, environmental pollution,
crop yield, etc. Biotechnology can cre-
ate novel diagnostics, vaccines, drugs,
and other medical countermeasures
needed to detect, prevent and treat
infectious diseases. Biotechnologists
around the world are actively working
to combat the pandemic. They have
been using different technologies to
develop cheap diagnostics, repurpose
existing antiviral, discover new drugs
and create safe and effective vaccines.

The impact of COVID 19 vaccines
on the pandemic will depend on
several factors. These include the
effectiveness of the vaccines, how
quickly they are approved, manu-
factured, and delivered, the possible

development of other variants, and
how many people get vaccinated. The
COVID 19 vaccines produce protec-
tion against the disease due to de-
veloping an immune response to the
virus. Developing immunity through
vaccination means there is a reduced
risk of developing the illness and its
consequences. This immunity helps
you fight the virus if exposed. In the
past, vaccines have been developed
through a series of complex steps that
take many years. Generally, vaccine

which used to take several months,
have been fast-tracked. It helped to
eliminate all the time lapses between
the pre-clinical and clinical trial stages.
At present, at least 13 vaccines have
been administered worldwide. The first
mass vaccination program started in
early December 2020. WHO has listed
287 candidate vaccines, of which 102
have entered the clinical trial phase.
Also, WHO has sanctioned emergency
use of Pfizer/BioNtech vaccine, the As-
traZeneca/Oxford vaccine, Johnson &

This pandemic has unveiled the importance of a bio-
technologist and their industry in the society. We should
create much more awareness in ordinary people about
biotechnology and its significant role in our daily lives.

Government and other authorizing bodies also need to
understand the importance of these industries, the im-
portance of researchers, scientists, biotechnologists,
their requirements, problems, and challenges.

development involves years of re-
search, where a vaccine candidate is
evaluated in animals for its safety and
efficacy. After the vaccine candidate
passes a pre-clinical trial, it enters the
clinical trial phase. These processes
take at least 10-15 years. Given the
urgent need for COVID19 vaccines,
unprecedented financial investments
and scientific collaborations are

changing how vaccines are developed.

This means that some of the research
and development process steps have
been happening simultaneously while
still maintaining strict clinical and
safety standards. For instance, some
clinical trials are evaluating multiple
vaccines at the same time. Howev-

er, this does not make the studies

any less rigorous. While scientists
have worked round the clock in the
laboratory, even regulatory approvals,

Johnson Janssen/Ad26.COV 2 vaccine,
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, and
the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine.
Besides, other vaccines like Covaxin
from India and Sputnik V from Russia
are also being administered in

various countries.

This pandemic has unveiled the
importance of a biotechnologist and
their industry in the society. We
should create much more awareness in
ordinary people about biotechnology
and its significant role in our daily
lives. Government and other autho-
rizing bodies also need to understand
the importance of these industries, the
importance of researchers, scientists,
biotechnologists, their requirements,
problems, and challenges. These pro-
fessionals, along with doctors, nurses,
and other health workers, are taking
the life risk to serve humankind.m
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THE PROBLEM IS NOT A

SHORTAGE OF MEDICAL OXY-
GEN BUT THE SUPPLY CHAIN
OF DELIVERING IT TO THE PA-

TIENT BEDSIDE IN A HOSPITAL.
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Prof. Joseph M. Chalil
MD, MBA, FACHE
Chairman, IAPC

nternational media

is filled with head-

lines such as "Indian

COVID-19 Patients

Die as Ventilators

Run Out of Oxygen"

and showing images

of people with emp-
ty oxygen cylinders crowding
refilling facilities in Uttar Pradesh
for their relatives in hospitals. The
last such news was from Paki-
stan in December 2020 when six
COVID-19 patients died in Khy-
ber teaching hospital in Peshawar.

India has a daily production
capacity of at least 7,100 tons of
oxygen, including for industrial
use, which appears to be more
than enough to meet current
demand. The problem is not a
shortage of medical oxygen but
the supply chain of delivering it to
the patient bedside in a hospital.
A routine site at all major Indi-
an hospitals is the large oxygen
cylinders delivering oxygen to
patients at the bedside. Yet this
is something you never see in a
western hospital. All American
hospitals have central piping,
which delivers oxygen to the
patient bedside from a Pressure

Swing Adsorption (PSA) Oxygen
Plant attached to each hospital.
This is one of the building permit
requirements for a new hospital
in the USA. Medical oxygen can
easily be manufactured from sur-
rounding air.

Among the most significant
challenges early in the COVID-19
Pandemic was the shortage of
essential supplies like person-
al protective equipment (PPE)
and ventilators. These products
are tied to supply chains that
stretch worldwide, and the Pan-
demic highlighted their fragility

dia with the world moving away
from isolation but from a position
of internal strength. The aim is

to make India and its citizens
independent and self-reliant in all
senses. Mr. Modi further outlined
five pillars of Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat — Economy, Infrastructure,
System, Vibrant Demography,
and Demand. India demonstrated
its ability to go from producing
zero PPE kits pre- COVID to
producing millions of kits and
exporting them today as a result
of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Let
us also make our hospitals self-re-

AirSep Corporation of New York has in-

stalled PSA Medical Oxygen Systems in

more than 4,500 hospitals in nearly 50

countries worldwide, including several

hospitalsin India, to meet their central

pipeline and other oxygen needs.

and susceptibility to significant
disruptions. As China, a leading
global exporter, dealt with the
Pandemic in its early days, it was
forced to shut down manufactur-
ing, leaving the rest of the world
scrambling to address its rapidly
shifting supply needs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has also given a call for self-reli-
ance - an 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
where he talks of integrating In-

liant in Medical Oxygen
production.

A vision for the future of
health-conscious manufacturing

A supply chain that depends on
domestic manufacturing is part
of our strategic healthcare plan
for the future. In the book *Be-
yond the COVID-19 Pandemic*,
we outline a 33-33-33 Buy Local
Policy, which involves increased
purchases of local products while

JUNE 2021 - IAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE 11



allowing purchasers flexibility to
tap into the global marketplace.
In the plan, healthcare systems
would be required to buy 33% of
their products locally within their
region, 33% of their products
within the country, and 33% from
outside. This policy aims to create
a flexible supply chain that could
be ramped up to deal with emer-
gencies.

Self-reliance has always been an
Indian (The Swadeshi Movement)

12 TAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE - JUNE 2021

virtue and the key to India's suc-
cess and development. Suppose
one supply chain is cut off due to
war, natural disaster, or bioter-
rorism; there are other options

to maintain and sustain supply
chains. This will also ensure that
the dependency on one particular
source for anything essential is
minimized. Domestic manufac-
turing is vital for job creation and
a strong economy, and it's also
essential for national security.

An oxygen plant in Government
Amrit Kaur Hospital in Beawar.
As the second wave of coronavirus
disease surges across the country
demand for oxygen in hospitals
increased in recent times.

AirSep Corporation of New York
has installed PSA Medical Oxy-
gen Systems in more than 4,500
hospitals in nearly 50 countries
worldwide, including several
hospitals in India, to meet their
central pipeline and other oxy-
gen needs. These generators and
plants operate automatically to
supply patient, surgical, and criti-
cal care units in medical facilities,
military field hospitals, on-site
emergency preparedness centers,
and disaster-relief efforts. There
are several other manufacturers
with similar technologies.

Supply chain policy does not have
to be an all-or-nothing proposi-
tion. That is to say, we should nei-
ther import everything nor should
we import nothing. Currently,
however, we are too reliant on im-
ports in some areas, which hurt us
during the early days of this Pan-
demic. More steps must be taken
to create reserves of supplies and
manufacturing capacity, similar to
the U.S. strategic oil reserves or the
Indian strategic food reserves.

India should invest in mobile
containerized, turnkey packaged
oxygen systems that are ideal for



An elder person infected with Covid 19 disease.

Patient inhaling oxygen wearing mask with liquid

Oxygen flow

| locations where a compressed air
supply is limited or unavailable.
These units can be truck mounted
and moved to areas of shortage
or pandemic hot spots. Contain-
erized units can also be used for
military applications as well. The
oxygen generator within a con-
an (The Swadeshi Movement) virtue tainerized unit produces oxygen
from an air compressor that is

included in the package. These

Self-reliance has always been an Indi-

and the key to India's success and de-

velopment. Suppose one supply chain rugged systems can perform
. . in extreme temperatures, high
is cut off due to war, natural disaster, or humidity conditions, and at high
bioterrorism,; there are other options to elevations.

Let this be the Last Medical
Oxygen Crisis in India. Let us not
scramble our resources; purchas-

maintain and sustain supply chains.
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Medical Oxygen Gas Plant, in Thane West, Thane,

Maharashtra, India

ing compressed liquid oxygen
from Russia or China, which at
best is a temporary fix but will
arrive too late for our patients'
bedside in Delhi. Let us retrofit
our hospitals with central oxygen
piping and support installing hos-
pital oxygen plants and backup
systems. Domestic production
policies of all medical supplies
will lead to job creation and pos-
itively impact the environment,
reducing the distance oxygen
and other supplies must travel
from manufacturer to end-user.
Local production is also a nec-
essary part of national defense

in a world where bioterrorism is

14 TAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE - JUNE 2021

an ever-present possibility—the
military, for its part, has demon-
strated the importance of not cen-
tralizing any aspect of its supply
chain to one region or country.

India can lead the way globally
by building supply chains that
incorporate local manufacturing
that can be ramped up to address
critical needs. This goal recogniz-
es that global supply chains can
be broken, and alternatives need
to be in place. When countries
take these lessons and models to
heart and use them to craft policy,
their citizens can benefit from
a common-sense approach that
empowers us to mitigate chal-

%
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=

L

.

-
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lenges—everything from a natu-
ral disaster or political upheaval
to a once-in-a-100-year
pandemic.

*Prof. (Dr.) Joseph M. Chalil is an Ad-
junct Professor & Chair of the Complex
Health Systems advisory board at Nova
Southeastern University's School of
Business; Chairman of the Indo-Ameri-
can Press Club, and The Universal News
Network publisher.

*He recently published a Best Seller
Book - "Beyond the COVID-19 Pan-
demic: Envisioning a Better World
by Transforming the Future of
Healthcare.”
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Conspiracy Proportion of 80:20

Hurting Kerala Government

MINORITY RESERVATION IN KERALA AND THE RATIO OF
80:20 IS AN ISSUE THAT HAS CAUSED A LOT OF MISUNDER-
STANDING AMONG VARIOUS SECTIONS REGARDING THE
REPRESENTATION OF OFFICIALS IN VARIOUS GOVERN-
MENT SERVICES AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURC-
Dr. Mathew Joys ES. NEEDLESS TO SAY THAT IT IS NOT A POLITICAL ISSUE,

Vice Chairman, IAPC
RATHER THAN A TOPIC SEEKING LEGALITY AND JUSTICE.




There is a well-known saying, “The
lie may have traveled a long way
before the truth was put on the
shoe” And false news is derived
from misconceptions.

Minority reservation in Kerala
and the ratio of 80:20 is an issue
that has caused a lot of misunder-
standing among various sections
regarding the representation of
officials in various government
services and the distribution of
resources. Needless to say that it is
not a political issue, rather than a
topic seeking legality and justice.

The Sachar Commission report
came during the UPA government
and found that Muslims in India
was lagging behind Dalits in edu-
cation and bureaucracy. It was also
found that in Kerala, the Muslim
community is only 10 percent in
the bureaucracy with 12 percent
reservation. As such, many states
have appointed committees to
implement the Sachar Commission
report. One such committee is the

Paloli Committee, which came into
existence under the leadership of
the then Minister Paloli Muham-
mad Kutty.

As per Paloli Mohammedkutty
“In Kerala, during the UDF gov-
ernment, 20 per cent more was
added to the funds of the Sachar
Commission by the state gov-
ernment and those projects were
included in the Christian commu-
nity. Other minorities had only 20
percent based on their inclusion.
Eighty percent were for the
Muslim minority.

When one hears this in general,
one quickly realizes that a large
number are Muslims and a very
small number to other minorities.
But the Sachar Commission report
at the time was a Muslim-only
project. The activities that were
part of it took place in 2015 during
the LDF government. The sub-
sequent UDF government added
20 per cent to it. Then people will
realize that the ratio of 80 per cent
naturally coming to Muslims and
20 per cent to other minorities is
wrong. False news comes from this
misconception.”

In the light of the Narendran
Commission report, the reserva-
tion of the Muslim community in
the field of education and bureau-
cracy is not commensurate with
the fact that 27 percent of the
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population, only 10 percent are
represented.

It has been recommended to give
some scholarships as reservation
already exists in Kerala. These were
some of the scholarships to accel-
erate the education of Muslim girls.
It was not a large sum. It was later
approved by the Legislature and
Parliament. All this has been going
on since the BJP government came
to power.

Currently, there are some issues
with the scholarship for Muslim
girls in the Paloli Committee. It has
been decided to extend the schol-
arship which was only available to
100% Muslim girls, to backward
Christian girls as well.

But somewhere 100 per cent Mus-
lim scholarships have been con-
verted to 80 per cent Muslim and
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now there are attempts to commu-
nalize it. Attempts were made to
communalize it as a clash between
Christians and Muslims. Histori-
cally this is not true.

According to the Sachar Commit-
tee report, this benefit has been ex-
tended to the Muslim community.
It is irrelevant to say that the Mus-
lim community has moved forward
and some other communities have
fallen behind. Similar scholarships
are offered to the frontier commu-
nity. If any section does not receive
benefits, the government should
conduct a study and take action.

The issue is being actively debated
following the High Court's deci-
sion to abolish the 80:20 ratio in
the distribution of minority schol-
arships. While the Kerala Congress
and other parties welcomed the

Annual Vital Statistics Reports, Economics

& Statistics Dept. Govt. of Kerala

Year Christian
2012 18.6%
2015 15.4%
2018 14.3%

20 per cent backward Christian.
But no one responded that time.

It was then known as the Muslim
Minority Coaching Center. In the
meantime, it was renamed the Mi-
nority Coaching Centers. But none
of this was a serious matter. But

Muslim Hindu
31.9% 38.9%
41.4% 42.8%
43.7% 41.7%

verdict, other parties, including the
Muslim League and the INL, came
out in opposition to the ruling.
There is a lot of propaganda on
social media about the distribution
of welfare schemes for minorities.
Minister Muraleedharan also said



that the High Court's decision to
cancel the 80:20 ratio in awarding
scholarships should be accepted.
Vote bank politics must end. The
government should take a stand to
give the Christian community the
benefit it deserves. This position

is now to protect the interests of
the vote-banks. In this connection
please note the following summary
of children born by religion, which
will surprise our presumptions, on
how minorities are evolved.

According to the 2011 Kerala
Census, 54.73% of the total popu-
lation in Kerala is Hindu. 26.56%
Muslims and 18.38% Christians
live in Kerala. It should not be
forgotten that a large section of
the Christian population in Kerala

still suffers from socio-econom-

ic inequality, educational and
employment backwardness and
social insecurity. The government's
minority rights benefits should be
equally available to all minorities,
including Christians. Govern-
ment-funded loans should not
discriminate against the economi-
cally backward sections of the pop-
ulation. Article 16 states that there
shall be no discrimination on the
basis of religion, caste, creed or lan-
guage. The administration needs to
identify and address the socio-ed-
ucational and economic back-
wardness in all sectors. Inequality
and injustice in the society can be
eradicated only when the existing
reservation is removed and equal

consideration be given to all of the
economically backward classes. For
that, we can avoid sectarian think-
ing in the name of religion and join
hands for the progress of our fellow
human beings.

Extensive study is required on
both the existing Minority Scholar-
ship and the subject of reservation.
A single commission should be
appointed to find out who is go-
ing forward and who is backward;
strictly on the basis of percentage
of population, and family income.
Only by conducting such a study
can those who really need reser-
vation be identified for financial
assistances or for job vacancies. That
too need to be analyzed after a fixed
term for proper alignments. m
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R. K. NARAYAN

Who Gave Us Malgudi Days and Many More

Sandeep Sam Alexander
Calgary

ost that grew up
in the 70s or 80s
and early 90s in
India didn’t have
many options to
entertain and Doordarshan was the
only option for many to watch TV
before Cable TV was a household
norm. If many of those times recall,
Malgudi Days that came up on TV
in the mid 80s to late 80s was an
iconic series like the new readily

and abundantly available series on
online streaming services or You-
Tube or similar platforms. It was a
fresh breath to all to watch Malgudi
Days similar to many eagerly wait-
ing to watch the iconic TV serials,
Ramayan or Mahabharat which
were the Indian version of Game
of Thrones during a time when
computer technologies or graphic
related editing were not there, and
things were mostly done manually.
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R. K. Narayan is considered as one of the leading

figures of early Indian literature in English. He

is the one who made India accessible to

the people in foreign countries; he gave unfa-

miliar people a window to peep into

Indian culture and feelings.

The TV Show, Malgudi Days was
based on the short stories written
by R. K. Narayan, the legendary
storyteller of South India and
one of the first Indians to write in
English and achieve many interna-
tional acclaims. His writings were
mainly set in the fictional South
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Indian town of Malgudi, the home
of many lively characters such as
Swami and his friends, Mr. Sam-
path and Nataraj, a small fictional
town in Mysore but seems that the
place does exist in reality.

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Narayan
(in short R. K. Narayan) was born

in Madras, Tamil Nadu on Octo-
ber 10, 1906. He got his education
at Maharaja's College (now called
Collegiate High School) in Mysore
where his father was a professor.
Like many successful people, he
was not immediately successful in
his writing career. He struggled

to earn his living out of what he
got by writing stories and essays
for various newspapers. Despite
the low pay, he had a normal life
and few needs, and his family and
friends appreciated and embraced
his unconventional career choice in
place of mainstream jobs.

Swami and Friends, Narayan's first
book was rejected by number of
publishers in 1930. The novel was
based on several incidents from his
own childhood and was semi-au-
tobiographical. With this book,
Narayan developed Malgudi, a
town that not only creatively repli-
cated the social sphere of the coun-
try while ignoring the constraints
imposed by colonial rule but also
grew in response to the numer-
ous socio-political changes that
occurred in British and post-in-
dependence India. But things
changed for him after many strug-
gles, when the manuscript that was
sent through an Oxford acquain-
tance to Graham Greene who was
impressed and then helped to get it
published. From there onwards, R.
K. Narayan never looked back and
continued fascinating readers all
over the world. In 2019, Swami
and Friends was chosen as one of
BBC's 100 Novels That Shaped
Our World.

R. K. Narayan is considered as one
of the leading figures of early Indi-
an literature in English. He is the
one who made India accessible to
the people in foreign countries; he
gave unfamiliar people a window
to peep into Indian culture and



feelings. His work involves must
read and captivating novels like:
The Guide, The Financial Man,
Mr. Sampath, The Dark Room,
The English Teacher, A Tiger for
Malgudi, etc. Although Narayan’s
contribution to the Indian litera-
ture is beyond description and the
way he grabbed foreign audience’s
attention to Indian literature is ad-
mirable, he will always be remem-
bered for the invention of Malgudi,
a semi-urban fictional town in
southern India where most of his
stories were set. Narayan won nu-

merous laurels for his literary work:

Sahitya Akademi Award, Padma
Bhushan, AC Benson Medal of the
Royal Society of Literature, honor-
ary membership of the American
Academy of Arts and Literature,
Padma Vibhushan, etc. The Guide
won the prestigious Sahitya Ak-
ademi Award, first time given to

a book in English. Many of the
stories were adapted into movies in
Tamil, Kannada and

Hindi languages.

Narayan's second book, The
Bachelor of Arts, was influenced in
part by his college experiences and
dealt with the theme of a rebel-
lious adolescent transitioning to a
rather well-adjusted adult. It was
published in 1937 by a different
publisher on Greene's suggestion.
His third novel, The Dark Room,
dealt with marital strife, portraying
the man as the oppressor and the
woman as the victim inside a mar-
riage, and was published in 1938.
Fourth novel; The English Teacher
was an autobiographical which was
almost entirely based on his own
life, although with different names
for the characters and a different
setting in Malgudi. Narayan tried
his hand at publishing a journal,
Indian Thought, in 1940 and was

able to get over a thousand sub-
scribers in Madras (now Chen-
nai) city alone. However, due to
Narayan's inability to handle the
company;, it only lasted a year be-
fore ceasing publication.

Malgudi Days, his first book of
short stories, was published in
November 1942, and The English
Teacher, in 1945. During this time

In 1951, he published
The Financial Expert,
which is widely regard-
ed as his masterpiece
and one of the most
original works of lit-
erature. Waiting for
the Mahatma, a novel
loosely based on Ma-
hatma Gandhi's fiction-
al visit to Malgudi was
published in 1955 and
deals with the protago-

nist's romantic feelings

for a woman while at-
tending the Mahatma's
discourses.

Narayan founded his own publish-
ing house, Indian Thought Publi-
cations, which was a success and is
still in operation today. His books
began to sell well, and in 1948 he
began construction of his own
home on the outskirts of Mysore,
which he finished in 1953. Later
citizens groups and the Mysore
City Corporation helped in con-
verting his home into a museum
in his honour. Narayan wrote a
screenplay for the Gemini Studios

film Miss Malini (1947), which was
the only story he ever completed
for the screen.

R. K. Narayan’s next novel Mr.
Sampath was a more imaginative
and creative external style com-
pared to the semi-autobiograph-
ical tone of the earlier novels. In
1951, he published The Financial
Expert, which is widely regarded
as his masterpiece and one of the
most original works of literature.
Waiting for the Mahatma, a novel
loosely based on Mahatma Gand-
hi's fictional visit to Malgudi was
published in 1955 and deals with
the protagonist's romantic feelings
for a woman while attending the
Mahatma's discourses. Since 1958,
he had written essays for newspa-
pers and magazines, which were
included in the collection.

The Guide, his next book, was
written while he was on a Rockefel-
ler Fellowship in the United States
in 1956. Narayan met his friend
and mentor Graham Greene for the
first and only time during a visit to
England around this time. Narayan
was known for writing essays,
some of which were published in
newspapers and journals, to share
his ideas. Next Sunday was a com-
pilation of these kinds of conver-
sational essays, and it was his first
book. My Dateless Diary, detailing
his experiences during his 1956
visit to the United States, was pub-
lished soon after. The Man-Eater
of Malgudi, Narayan's next book,
was released in 1961. According to
reviews, the book has a plot that
is a classic comedy art form with
delicate power.

Gods, Demons, and Others a
collection of revised and translated
short stories from Hindu epics, was
Narayan's first mythological book,
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published in 1964. The Vendor of
Sweets, a novel written by Narayan
in 1967, was his next published

work. It was influenced by his
travels to the United States and

36 IAPC ALBERTA CHRONICLE - JUNE 2021

noted that Malgudi "connects with a rural hinter-

contains extreme portrayals of both
Indian and American stereotypes,
showcasing the many cultural dif-
ferences. A Horse and Two Goats, In 1982, he released two collec-
a collection of short stories, was his ~ tions of short stories: Malgudi
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next book, released in 1970.

R. K. Narayan's biographers, Susan Ram and N. Ram, R. K. Narayan started translating

the Kamba Ramayanam to English
which was published in 1973, after

land, and jungle and forest are never far away." They five years of work. In 1978, he
added: "This town teems with life, abounds with

completed a condensed translation
of the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata.

color. To wander any street, peer through a window In 1977, he released another book,
or push open a door is to encounter a character. The Painter of Signs. The Karna-

taka government commissioned
Narayan to write a book to en-
courage tourism in the state and in
1980, The Emerald Route, a travel-
ogue on Karnataka was published.



Days, a revised version that includ-
ed the original book and some ad-
ditional stories, Under the Banyan
Tree and Other Stories. The collec-
tion of stories was later adopted for
the famous Malgudi Days TV Seri-
al of the mid to late 80s. In 1987, he
published A Writer's Nightmare, a
collection of essays about the caste
system, Nobel Prize winners, lust,
monkeys, and other topics.

His next book, The World of
Nagaraj, was released in 1990 and
is also set in Malgudi. Grand-
mother's Tale, Narayan's final
novel, was published in 1992. This
was an autobiographical novella
about his great-grandmother's
quest for her husband, who had
run away shortly after their mar-
riage. When he was a child, his
grandmother told him about the
incident. Narayan highlights the
social context and everyday life of
his characters; thus the reader is
able to relate closely and enthralled
while reading. He has been com-
pared to William Faulkner who
created a similar fictional town and
explored with humor and compas-
sion the energy of ordinary life.

R. K. Laxman, Indian cartoonist
who is best known for his creation
The Common Man and daily car-
toon strip, You Said It published in
The Times of India, was the young-
est brother of R. K. Narayan. He
actually illustrated for many stories
his elder brother wrote, especially
sketches for Malgudi Days.

In addition to nearly three dozen
novels, several short-story collec-
tions, memoir and countless essays
during his rich literary life, Mr.
Narayan was never short of causes,
especially the environment. While
in his 80s, he took on the plight of
Indian children and made them

Through his work,
Narayan's greatest
accomplishment was
to portray India to
the rest of the world.

Along with Raja Rao
and Mulk Raj Anand,
he is considered one

of the most important
Indian authors in En-

glish-language fiction.

the subject of an unusual inaugu-
ral speech in India's upper house
of Parliament, the Rajya Sabha, to
which he was nominated in 1985
for his cultural contributions to
the country. Children, he said, no
longer had time to play "or look at
birds and trees."

R. K. Narayan's biographers,
Susan Ram and N. Ram, noted
that Malgudi "connects with a
rural hinterland, and jungle and
forest are never far away." They
added: "This town teems with life,
abounds with color. To wander any
street, peer through a window or
push open a door is to encounter
a character." It is indeed a great
disappointment there is not even
a single website or online social
media pages dedicated to R. K.
Narayan other than the few public
reference sources mentioned below.

Through his work, Narayan's
greatest accomplishment was to
portray India to the rest of the
world. Along with Raja Rao and
Mulk Raj Anand, he is considered
one of the most important Indi-

an authors in English-language
fiction. He created an accurate and
immersive experience for his read-
ers by depicting small-town India
to them and Malgudi was more
than just a fictional Indian town

as it was also a store of characters,
each with their own idiosyncrasies
and outlooks, making the situation
familiar to the readers as if it were
set in their own backyards. R. K.
Narayan passed away on May 13,
2001, in Chennai at the age of 94.

To many who grew up reading
English classics as well as children’s
stories by Enid Blyton and other
titles like Nancy Drew or Hardy
Boys, R. K. Narayanss literary works
were equally closer to heart and do
take us back to the good old times
when things were simple and less
hectic. The books are usually short
reads and highly recommended
to all, especially the current gen-
eration who may find the titles
online. Also, Rajshri, the company
that bought the rights of Malgudi
Days TV Series, has now put this
entire series up on YouTube (search
for Malgudi Days or go to Ultra
Bollywood channel), so we can
now revisit the charming world of
Malgudi once again.

Sources used for the article:

o https://www.nytimes.com/2001/05/14/books/r-k-
narayan-india-s-prolific-storyteller-dies-at-94.html
« https://www.vedantu.com/biography/
r-k-narayan-biography

« https://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/r-k-
narayan-5285.php

« http://www.rigzin.freeservers.com/rknarayan.
htm#book

« https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._K._Narayan
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COVID-19 pandemic has held the world to
ransom since early 2020. 3.5 Million people
have died from COVID. Of these 0.6 Million
were in US. The whole world has been
under a lockdown for over a year. All travel,
economic, educational, and social activities
have come to a standstill. When considered
to be under control, more lethal variants
have emerged. India is now in the grip of the
second wave of the pandemic. The global
economic impact is considered severe.
There is still uncertainty and fear. The
question is: when will it end? When will USA,
India, and the world return to normal?

Medical, public health, and management
experts present their perspectives on the
medical and economic aspects of the
problem in this IAPC e-seminar. It will be
held on the Zoom virtual meeting platform
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DR. JOSEPH MCHALIL, Chaicrian IAPC

Global COVID pandemic
situation, the rise of the
Vanants, vaccine
glfectiveness, and herd
Impmyunity

DR. S. S. LAL, President
IAPC EXEC COMMITTEE “

|
The COVID situation in )
India

15"

JOSEPH PONNOLY,
Management Consultant

Economic recovery from the
pandemic crisis

DR. MATHEW JOYS, Vice-
Chalrman IAPC

MODERATOR
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SATURDAY JUNE 26, 2021
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INDIA: SUNDAY JUNE 27,.5.30 AM TO 7.30
AM IST

Hosted by IAPC
Houston Chapter

Roy Thomas, President

Dr Mathew Vairamon, Secretary
& the Executive Committee
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Alw:gs Fresh

& Healthy
facebook.com/savoyskitchen
AUTHENTIC SOUTH
INDIAN CUISINE
CT THE BEST SOUTH INDIAN T o 04 SVCUS SOUTH INDIANKITCHEN

www.savoyscalgary.com

B & B GROGERIES INC

FREE HOME DELIVERY IN CALGARY

Guranteed lowest price in Calgary

Matta Rice (all Kerala brands), Frozen items (all kinds of fish vegetables, Malabar porotta,
grated coconut, casava etc.)’ Puttu podi, lentils, jaggery, sesame oil, coconut oil, ghee & snacks etc.

Security Camera
Installation

Contact for price list: 581 894 2516

We undertake home renovations & maintenance




Akhila Binoj
Edmonton

Anfil Rafeek
Calgary




OLDNAvVY

Austin Tom Shibu
Calgary

Angel Shibu
Calgary




Calgary

Jennifer James
Edmonton




Ryan Tinson
Calgary

Ann Santhosh Joseph
Fort McMurray




7 > .

Adwaith Sasidharan
Calgary

- -2

Deon Rijesh
Calgary




Major Sports Events in the World, June-August 2021

EURO2020

11 JUNE - 11 JULY
2 @ 21 COPA AMERICA
ARGENTIVA 2021 MBI

N

T 2021 @emeia

@ \ fl\é \\
( ) 11 JUNE - 1 JULY - @
2@21 \ i COPA.WANMIEII“IL;RICA

.ﬂ |
The Tokyo Summer Olympic The tournament, being held in 11 cities The 2021 Copa America will be
Games will be held from July 23 to in 11 UEFA countries from June 11 - held in Brazil from June 13 -
August 8, 2021. July 2021. July 10.
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KeralaDisaster
HelpDesk
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YOUR SPACE IS GUARANTEED

Here's your opportunity to advertise with us!
If you would like to publish your advertisement in the IAPC Alberta Chronicle, please
contact us at iapcalberta@gmail.com or call us at +1 587 777 8182

=3 o IAPC ALBERTA
“

L\ { _mm@‘-@ www.iapcalberta.com




Authorized Dealers @& oy =7~ TELUS

WITH A GOOD

MIX OF DOOR LOCK, DOORBELL CAMERA
OUTDOOR CAMERAS, THOUCHSCREEN KEYPAD,
DOOR WINDOW/ DOOR SENSORS AND SMOKE SENSOR

X @

Starting at .

$27

PER MONTH

GET OUR ALARM SYSTE /// | #

Be safe. Be happy.

securi@n

Call: 403 690 0666

mail: info@thesecurion.com

*Conditions apply

www.facebook.com/dbrandcreative



